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Port Klang

s a principal gateway b a huge
o, Port Klang has remained what it

\\Imh liandles clse to hall of Malaysia's con-
rgely adestination for only those
exports and all matters

pping indusiry.
ction for Lourists — o
m.;m ing ma oilsof Al chtres askyline dotted with
gantry cranes, huge halier (rucks and o
chinery on the ground and miles and miles of warchouses,
depots and godowns,

Port M:mu isincluded in the voyages of many of the world's
major shippinglin 5

wilniy

von thaugh Por( Klang is Mala
ar tourls. destination, This
Klang has as much history as other forelgn port eitios,” o
S0l Lone of the portsin Port Klang said

The 806ha Port Klang is occupied by three port terminals
— Northport, Westports and Southport. Unlike port cities
petown in South Afriea, Dalian in China, Hong
re and Busan in South Korea, Port Klang does

picturesque land and coastline.

“The people who have dealings in Port Klan do not usually
spend one minute more than nec i the area, They
ustally optto stay athotels in Petaling Jaya or Kuala Lumpur,
whieh has more entortainment outlets and shapping fa-
lities

“Port. Klang lacks sulcient accommodation, shopping
centres, events and 4 jons. and nightlife to attract both
cal shoppers and intermational lourists,” said the senior

rhotels in Port Klang. The
al Crown Harhor View,

First off, there are no fiv
nearest holel from Por( Klang i

£
¥
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The history of Port Swettenham, which is now Port
Klang, dates back to 1901 when it started as the
country's primary gateway for trade. From two
terminals — Northport and Southport, it expanded
to include Westports in 1996. and today, is the
world’s 16th busiest container port. But despite a
rich, century-long history, Port Klang is not on the
tourist map. KANG SIEW LI finds out why.

{ 5 ss shopping centres in (he
sieinity. The elosest fownis Klung, one of the oldest tons in
the country. While you: can finé malls Ike Bukit Raja
Shopping Centre, Klang Parade, Ocean-Klang and Shaw
Centrepoint in Klang, they cater mainly to the loeal pop-
wlation,” he added.

ommercial vehicles are a regular sight on roads as
amble in and out of the ports.

my people have come 0 view Tort Klang a
erowded and
Tort Klang is lhw [

I galeway (o the country.” said lhw

Intery ||.mn|| |[ \hipm\nm Assoclation of Malaysia chair-
uan Datuk Abdul Latif Abdullah concurs,

“Port Klang & nat a port city, hut very much a
eontre, 1015 not a destination for tourists and loals,
said.

I my opinion, s a practcal port purely fcused on
Handlng cargo inflow and outlow. he told Business
Times,

ading
he

He believes that for Port Klang to become a port city, it
slould have a vibrant waterfron.

“Currently, there are no waterfronis or social activities or
atractions to lure tourists (o make a trip to the port,” said
Aodul Latf, who is also Mitsui 0.SK. Lines (M) Sdn Bhd
axeculive director.

Plans to build a tourism project called Harbour City on a
$28ha site near the Selangor Royal Yacht Club was an-
mounced in 1997 and the Selangor State Government had

il £ yiven Asa Niaga Sdn Bhd the task to undertake the project

‘The Harbour City project was expected to take between 10
years and 15 years to complete and will cost RM1.5 billion.
he project features a passenger terminal, shops, a hotel, a
marina, an office tower and chalets, But project has notiaken
off,

Evergroon Marine C h
(oi Lean Hin said panr |own planning has limited Port
Klang’s ability to become a port city.

“As one drives through Port Klang and its surroundings,
one gets the impression that the place is not properly
planned. There is alack of well designed and promoted local

al

—
Poor town planning
has limited Port
Klang's ability to
become a port city
... there s a lack of
well designed and
promoted activities
and facilities

0d

—

orKlang. S
erate oul uf\|lu||u||l

ommercial comples
ompanes h
Klang:hased v
perating off an\wn;lu«k id there 10 be more
romotional activities (0 attract lourists to the area.

port city

The Government has
been making efforts to
develop Port Klang,
promoting it as a halal
hub and the free trade
zone as an ideal place
for investments.
Eventually these
businesses will help it
developinto a port city

Lai

far, there is not enough being done fo promate Port
tourist destination. Even if there were, they are
ad hoc basis,” he said.

ai sail nonetheless, the Government has been making a
lotof efforts in developing Port Klang, promoting it a
ub and the Port Klang Free Zone 1 an ideal pl

for

With its interesting

into aworld-class

From small

history, Port Klang port tO m ain
has great potential

in the tourism g ate Way

industry and can

be redeveloped PORT Klang i locat Sk soutbvest of

Klang town, one of the oldsst towns in
Malaysia, abuzzwith shipping and industrial
activitie

Encompassing an ares of 806ha, Port
Klang comprises three terminals — North-

Yop port, South Point and Westports, and is the

i —y—

main gateway to Malaysia by sea.

Accarding 1o the Port Klang Integrated
Coastal Management Port Klang (previously
known as Port Swettenham) was opened by
Frank Swettenham in the early 20th cen-
tury.

Prior to that, it was a small port used by
traders o unload their merchandise such as
tin ore, opium and foodstufl.

“The port handled 6.3 million
equivalent units) of cargo last
pared with 5.5 million TEUs in 2005.

Ianked 57th on the “World's Top Por(*
chart in 1980, Port Klang has steadily
climbed the ladder to secure a 16th spot last
year in terms of TEUs handled.

PortKlang fargets s handle 7 millon TEUs
this year. The port handled 1.6 million TEUs
in the first quarter, an 8.7 per centincrease
from the same period last year

Adjacent1o the cargo terminal of Westports
lies the Star Cruises Terminal, one of the
biggest leisure cruise terminals in the
Asia-Pacific region.

PortKlangis also well known for its seafood
al Teluk Gong,

Us (20-foot
T, com-

investments.

. ally these businesses will help Port Klang develop
into n port he said

Former Porf g Authority (PKAJ chairman Datuk Yap
Pian Hon said Port Klang, with s interesting hist
greal potentialin the hnlrl\nlhulll»ll\ and tobe e
into & world-c ;
s awiare that there is currently of tourist
onal activities and- developments o
tourists to the port and a lack of masterplan (o make
ita port ity.

During his three-year tenure at PKA sine
started the ball rollng h» aking steps to ch
land in Port K]

une 2004, Yap

ed squatters occupying
Jand under the pnrl au jurisdiction, which include
some prime sites with waterfront views. The lind will ke
used either for port activities o for commercial, residential
o loursn de \|-|o|nu> nt

detall not only the use of land owned by the port authorily,
but also how o pr mnlw ll\t ln\whhip It may include the
P 'Il

fun we

be ierequiresextensie d |n)mh nlur
Tacilities and fons which involve huge costs.

“With the land issise settled nowcomes a ew chapler, and
{tis up to PKA fo continue to pursue the plan to develop Port
Klang into a \|ml‘( city. s suecess will depend on the port
authority and the support it gets from the various other
government agencies,” he said,




