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NEW STRAITS TIMES WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2006

Westports to benefit from 9th Plan emphasis on transport

M By Rupinder Singh
rupinder@nslp.com.my

WESTPORTS Malaysia is bullish
about srowth and is confident of
playing a significant role in the
country’s  development into  the
next decade, said ils executive
chairman  Tan Sri G Gnana-
lingam.

He said the port is poised Lo
benelit from the emphasis placed
by the Government on the rans-
port industry under the Ninth

Nestporis  expects growth aof
containers [rom 12 million TEUs to
18 million THUs (20-fool equiv-
alent units) in the next five years.
“We are ready (o achieve this tar-
get,” Grnanalingam told delegates
atl the Fourth Asean Ports and
Shipping 2006 conference in Kuala
Lumpur yesterday.

Ie said Wostporis has done wall
by arowing to 2.91 million TEUs
last year from about 500,000 TEUs
eighl years ago. Westports, which

ninw handles more than hall Port
Klang's earao, aims to handle 3.5
million TEUs this year.

Gnanalingan oplimism  was
based on Malaysia’s  economie
compelitiveness  as the 1710

largest trading nation and the sev-
enthlargest country for containers
in the world. He also noted that
Malaysian ports offers the lowest
tariffs in the world and the fastest
connectivity o other developing
and Fasl erowing markeds,

For the next decade, Wastporis

will continue to grow by leveraging
nal only on it world-class facilities
and services, bul also through the
development thal is taking shape
within its vicinity.

Westports will play the role of

logistics enhancer due to its lo-
cation in the vicinity of the Se-
langor Halal Hub and the devel-
opment of the halal hub currently
Laking shape al the Port Klang Froe
Zone (PKEZ).

Both these [acilities, localad on
Pulau Indah, mark a signilicant

development in making the coun-
Ity as a centre for the manufac-
Luring and exporting of halal prod-
uets, “There's a greal oppor lunily
for Malaysians to spearhead the
Halul Hub o serve two billion Mus-
lims with consumption valued at
BMS00 billion,” he said.

He said that Westporis stands to
gain by the soon-to-be-opened PK-
FZ, which will pave the way for the
emergence of many industries that
will b a boon [or the Fulure growth
al the port.



