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> GOVERNMENT’S SECOND BIGGEST INVESTMENT IN THE PORT INDUSTRY

PKFZ to be operational by year-end

M From Pool Koon
pocikoon@nstp.com.my

DUBAIL THE Port Klang Free Zone
(PKEZ), a 405ha international eargo
distribution and consolidation ventee
adjacent 1o Westports, will be lul-
y-nperational by year-end, Transport
Ministor Datuk Sri Chan Kong Chov
sl

Owned by Porl Klang Authorily,
lhe free zone is modelled after
Jebel Ali Free Zone in Dubad, wide-
ly rocognised as the most suecass-
ful free zome in the world and home
Lo over 5,000 companies from over
120 eountries.

PRIZ is managed and marketerd
by Jalza International, the man-
ager of Jebel Ali Free Zone

PRFZ 15 the Government's secand
biggest investment in the port in-
dustry sinee the 1990s and has
been developed as the country's
[rst fully integrated free commer-
clal and industrial zone.

“PRIZ will be the Jebel Ali Free

PKFZ will be the |ebel Ali Free
Zone of Malaysia and even
South-East Asia, says Chan

Zome  of  Malaysia  and  even
Sunth-Fast Asla as [t s the only one
being desioned and developed with
the expertise of Jafza Internation-

Westparts stands ta gain hy the
soon-to-be-opened free zone,
says Gnanalingam

al,” Chan said.

He sald the Prime Minister was
cammiitted 1o formulating policies
o ensure the most competilive

huisiness snvironment exists for PK-
I, and this means PEFZ will mir-
ror the incentives and privileges of
lebel Ali as closely as possible.

The Government recognised that
the suceess af Jehel Al Free Trade
Areads largely owed to the fact that
the free zone authority has the
autonomous power in all areas and
aspects of aperating the free zone,
ineluding all approvals concerning
the investors” husiness aperations,

Ile said the Governmenl has
apreed to explore the possibilities
ol replicating the system o U
Tehel Ali One Stop Agency model
lar senmless trade facilitation.

S we have Lo re-look al eertain
nspects of the eurrenl serviee de-
livery svstem within the Govern-
ment, we will do it I we have o
amend the necessary laws o re-
tilise this objective, we will make
this happen,” Chan said.

“Wee are working in a whole new
range ol incentives and priviloges
o raise PRIZ 1o a lovel unseen

hefore in Malaysia,” the Minister
said al a seminar here on logislics
npporiunities in Port Klang,

I'he seminar, jointly organised by
PREFZ, Jalza International - and
Wisslports Malaysia, nims t attraet
investors, manulacturers and ship-
ping lines in the United Arab Fmi-
rades Lo Porl Klang and be part of
the [ree zone.

This roadshow in Dubai alse aims
(o attraet investors [rom Jalza In-
termational wlo have plans W sxpand
their businesses to PKIFZ. Chan said.

Muanwhile, Wostports executive
chairman Tan Sri G. Gnanalingam
sl Westports stands to gain by e
soon-lo-he opened PEEZ, which
will bl Port Klange to double eun-
tainer volume from 6 o 12 million
THEUs owenty=foot squivalent units)
in the next five vears. This is in line
with the Government's call for the
growth of container throughput
fram 12 million TEUs (o 18 million
under the 9th Malaysia Plan.




